ORAL ROUTE, MOUTH TO RECTUM m

Norfolk and Suffolk

Integrated Care Board

5-ASA azo-prodrugs

Bacteria in the colon cut the azo bond.
The active 5-ASA reaches the colon
only.

Colon only

Sulfasalazine

(Olsalazine (DipentumD

Budesonide

Five products with five destinations.

CBaIsaIazide (Colazide)) They are not interchangeable.
Prescribe by brand.
Oesophagus
. The tablet dissolves in the mouth and
Mesalazine (5-ASA) ™ acts on the lining of the oesophagus.

Seven oral brands with three release
patterns. Prescribe by brand.
Whole colon
The MMX coat dissolves at pH 7 or
L. more. Release continues through all
of the colon.

lleum and ascending colon

The coat dissolves at about pH 5.5.
The drug then releases slowly.

Entocort CR

Distal ileum

The drug targets the Peyer's patches.
© Specialists use it for IgA nephropathy.

Terminal ileum onwards
The coat dissolves at pH 6.4 or more.
b= Release starts lower in the gut than
Entocort.

Budenofalk

Duodenum to rectum

The microgranules release the drug
over time. No other brand starts this
high.

Pentasa SR

lleum to colon

The coat dissolves at pH 6 or more.
Release starts earlier in the ileum.
The drug does not reach the rectum.

@alofalk) (Salcrozine)

Terminal ileum to rectum

The coat dissolves at pH 7 or more.
Release starts in the terminal ileum.

(Asacol MR) (Octasa MR)
(Mezavant XL) (Zyduco XL)

Beclometasone

Distal ileum to proximal
colon

A gastro-resistant coat gives
prolonged release. Add it to 5-ASAin
ulcerative colitis.

Each coloured line points to the organ where release starts. It does not show where release stops. Read the route heading and the table overleaf for the full extent.

The release site data comes from the Specialist Pharmacy Service, "Using mesalazine tablets appropriately” (updated 19 December 2025), and from manufacturer SmPCs. This page shows the
tablet and capsule preparations. The granule presentations of Pentasa and Salofalk behave like their tablets.
Version 1.0 approved at Norfolk and Suffolk ICB TAGIMOC on 23/09/2026
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